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patriotic American, Van Michael, passed away 
at the age of 82. 

Van was a longtime friend and supporter of 
both me and my late father. 

He was a lawyer, successful businessman, 
and served as City Judge for Sweetwater, 
Tennessee. 

He also enjoyed his work in Washington as 
the lobbyist for the National Christmas Tree 
Growers Association. 

Van was the primary developer of a popular 
Tennessee tourist attraction called the Lost 
Sea, an amazing body of water in an under-
ground cavern in Monroe County. 

I still remember riding in a boat with my dad 
at the Grand Opening of the Lost Sea. 

He also was a leader in bringing about 
Cherohala Skyway, one of the Nation’s most 
beautiful scenic highways. 

Van was a very well-informed conservative 
with strong views on the great issues of the 
day. 

As Sweetwater Mayor Doyle Lowe said, 
‘‘Sweetwater and the County will miss him. He 
was a large part of the community.’’ 

Van Michael touched thousands of lives in 
good and positive ways. This Country is a bet-
ter place because of the life he led. 

I would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing article about Van Michael from the 
Monroe County newspaper The Advocate & 
Democrat. 
[From the Advocate and Democrat, Oct. 15, 

2017] 
LOST SEA DEVELOPER VAN MICHAEL DIES AT 

82 
(By Michael Thomas) 

A man who helped bring The Lost Sea to 
prominence among many other life accom-
plishments died Oct. 11 at the age of 82. 

Van Reeves Michael was known for a lot of 
things throughout his long life, but it was 
his part in the development of the former 
Craighead Caverns into the Lost Sea that 
will mark his legacy. 

‘‘I can’t think of anyone that knows more 
about The Lost Sea than him,’’ said Lisa 
McClung, director of The Lost Sea. ‘‘I used 
to get him to come out and talk to the new 
tour guides and share some of the history of 
it with them so they would know it first-
hand. He was a wonderful person. He stopped 
by to see us frequently and tell us stories 
about The Lost Sea. I can’t believe he’s gone. 
We will definitely miss him.’’ 

McClung said she did not know anyone who 
loved The Lost Sea more than Van Michael. 

‘‘He was passionate about it becoming an 
attraction and he worked relentlessly in the 
early 60s to get it open,’’ she said. ‘‘He kept 
on and on until he was able to see it become 
reality. He said he would stand on Main 
Street and count the car tags of people who 
were coming through going to Chattanooga 
or Knoxville and he knew if it were open to 
the public, they would stop and see it.’’ 

In a story commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of The Lost Sea, Michael said, ‘‘It 
was called the ‘Lake Room’ until 1965. Peo-
ple had come and gone in the cavern before 
that, but only a few had actually seen the 
big room with the cave. Nobody in Sweet-
water believed it existed.’’ 

According to family members, Michael was 
also instrumental in helping bring the 
Cherohala Skyway into existence, something 
his father, W.E. Michael, helped start. 

Michael was also well known in the City of 
Sweetwater, where his law office was known 
as the ‘‘Michael and Michael building.’’ 

‘‘Everybody knew that building on Oak 
Street,’’ Sweetwater Mayor Doyle Lowe said. 
‘‘I hated to hear that Van had died. He was 

quite a character. He always had a joke 
ready and a lot of times, he would make your 
day. We were friends for more than 40 years 
and he was always encouraging, always 
thinking of ways to make things better.’’ 

‘‘Sweetwater, and the county, will miss 
him,’’ Lowe added. ‘‘He was a large part of 
the community.’’ 

Michael was preceded in death by his par-
ents, W.E. Michael and Claudia Francis Mi-
chael, and son Richard Michael. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 57 years, Margaret (Peg) 
Bowland Michael, his daughter and son-in- 
law, Teresa Michael Glasgow and Steven 
Glasgow of Franklin, and his grandchildren, 
Carson and Campbell Glasgow. 

He was a 1952 graduate of Tennessee Mili-
tary Institute. He went on to receive his 
bachelor and law degrees from Cumberland 
University and practiced law in Sweetwater 
for 57 years at Michael and Michael Attys. 
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen Mississippi 
Army Sergeant (SGT) Eric C. Newman, who 
gave his life while in service to our nation on 
October 14, 2010, during Operation Enduring 
Freedom. SGT Newman was killed when 
enemy combatants attacked his unit in Akatzai 
Kalay, Afghanistan. SGT Newman was as-
signed to the 1st Squadron, 38th Cavalry 
Regiment, 525th Battlefield Surveillance Bri-
gade, XVIII Airborne Corps, Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. 

SGT Newman, a Waynesboro, Mississippi 
native, graduated from Wayne County High 
School. SGT Newman worked for the 
Waynesboro Police Department several years 
before joining the Army in 2006. 

According to the Associated Press, Waynes-
boro Police Chief James Bunch said, ‘‘SGT 
Newman was an outstanding individual. It 
didn’t surprise me at all that he would sacrifice 
himself for his country.’’ 

SGT Newman’s funeral was held at Free-
man Funeral Home in Waynesboro. He was 
buried at Hebron Cemetery, located in Wayne 
County, Mississippi. 

SGT Newman was awarded the Bronze 
Star, the Purple Heart, the Army Commenda-
tion Medal, the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, 
the Iraq Campaign Medal, the National De-
fense Service Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Medal, the Army Service Ribbon, the 
Overseas Service Ribbon, the NATO Medal, 
the Combat Infantrymans Badge and the 
Parachute Badge. 

SGT Newman is survived by his wife, 
Charidy Newman; mother, Dianne Newman; 
stepdaughter, Larissa Leigh; grandmother, Ro-
wena Loper; grandmother, Jolene Newman; 
uncle, Michael Earl Newman; aunt, Sandra 
Newman; and sister, Kimberly Delbosco. 

SGT Newman proudly served our nation to 
protect the freedoms we all enjoy. His service 
will always be remembered. 

A TRIBUTE TO DAMIAN BELL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Damian 
Bell of Pleasant Hill, Iowa for being honored 
with the Carnegie Medal by the Carnegie Hero 
Fund Commission for the role he played in 
saving the life of Richard Rauzi. 

Richard was snowshoeing and taking photo-
graphs on Lake Ahquabi on February 14, 
2016, when he fell through the ice trying to 
rescue a goose frozen in the slush. Damian, 
his friend Jesse Bannor, and their sons were 
ice fishing in a local shack. Damian’s son, 
Konnor, heard Richard yelling for help, and 
the two men raced to the rescue. Using a 
nearby canoe, Damian made his way over to 
Richard. Unable to pull him aboard, and with 
the canoe threatening to tip over, Damian se-
cured Richard to the boat with a rope, then 
stepped onto the ice and attempted to pull 
Richard from the water before firefighters ar-
rived on scene to help in the efforts. Even 
though he had been in the water for 40 min-
utes on a 15 degree day, Richard survived 
after two days with extreme hypothermia. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Damian Bell for his 
courage and heroic actions in helping to save 
the life of Richard Rauzi. It is humbling to 
know that there are people like Damian who 
are willing to risk their own lives to save the 
life of another. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives will 
join me in congratulating Damian on receiving 
this esteemed designation and in wishing him 
nothing but the best. 
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HON. JIM COSTA 
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today. to 
honor the life and accomplishments of U.S. 
Army Sergeant Fred Cuaresma Yurong. Fol-
lowing the Japanese attacks on Pearl Harbor, 
Fred answered President Roosevelt’s call to 
service and joined the 1st Filipino Infantry 
Regiment. He went on to serve in both New 
Guinea and the Philippines during WWII. Dur-
ing this time, Fred served with distinction, 
reaching the rank of Sergeant and displayed a 
level of commitment to serving others that 
would show throughout the rest of his life. 

Out of the 250,000 Filipino soldiers who 
served during World War II, Sergeant Yurong 
was one of the few to be granted citizenship 
in a mass naturalization ceremony held in 
Camp Beale on March 20, 1943. 

Upon completion of his service, Sergeant 
Yurong married his wife in the Philippines be-
fore relocating back to California and raising a 
family of five children. He continued his serv-
ice to the community through his active in-
volvement in the American Legion and several 
Filipino organizations in Stockton, California. 
His contributions speak to the testament of our 
country’s servicemen and women selfless 
commitment to serve our communities. While 
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he passed away on May 26, 1976, the impact 
of his contributions to this country and to 
those whose lives he touched remains just as 
strong today. His children continue to honor 
his legacy by engaging in community building 
and serving others, values that their father in-
stilled in all of them. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the service and life of a 
man whose commitment to serving others was 
displayed through a life of service to his coun-
try and community. It is both fitting and appro-
priate that we recognize Sergeant Yurong, 
who made sacrifices for the freedoms enjoyed 
by our country, served with distinction, and 
went on to leave a legacy that is carried on by 
his family today as he is honored for his serv-
ice. I join the family of Sergeant Fred 
Cuaresma Yurong and wish them the best as 
we honor his service with the Congressional 
Gold Medal along with the other Filipino Vet-
erans of World War II. 
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SUPPORTING MEASURES AGAINST 
IRAN AND HEZBOLLAH (H.R. 1698, 
H. RES. 359, H.R. 3342, & H.R. 3329) 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of four critical pieces of 
legislation that will significantly strengthen our 
efforts to counter the Iranian menace in the 
Middle East. 

Appropriately, these measures follow the 
President’s determination, announced two 
weeks ago, that the suspension of sanctions 
under the Iran nuclear deal no longer serves 
the national security interests of the United 
States. President Trump’s determination sim-
ply acknowledges the reality that has existed 
since day one of the deal—the nuclear deal 
put the United States on a perilous course to 
confronting a nuclear armed Iran. 

By agreeing to submit to a minimal and in-
adequate standard of inspections, Iran earned 
international recognition of its enrichment pro-
gram, reaped billions of dollars in sanctions 
relief, and positioned itself to become a nu-
clear threshold power by the time the deal ex-
pires in less than a decade. In addition to 
these unacceptable concessions, Tehran man-
aged to secure an agreement that ignores its 
massive support for international terrorism and 
its pursuit of nuclear blackmail through an ad-
vanced ballistic missile program. 

Mr. Speaker, the bills we are considering 
today are a first step towards correcting the 
balance in our relationship with the Iranian re-
gime—a balance that must have as its first pri-
ority the national security interests of the 
United States and its regional allies, especially 
Israel. 

My good friend and Chairman, ED ROYCE, 
introduced two of these pieces of legislation 
that will expand and refine sanctions against 
Iran’s ballistic missile program, its trade in 
conventional weapons, and the illicit network 
of financial support for its regional terrorist 
proxy Hezbollah. H.R. 1698, the Iran Ballistic 
Missiles and International Sanctions Enforce-
ment Act, and H.R. 3329, the Hezbollah Inter-
national Financing Prevention Amendments 
Act of 2017, target the money and resources 

that enable Iran and Hezbollah to terrorize the 
State of Israel and other civilian populations 
across the region. Both of these bills rightly 
enjoy large bipartisan support—I am proud to 
join more than 320 of my colleagues in co- 
sponsoring H.R. 1698 and more than 110 
have co-sponsored H.R. 3329. 

Mr. Speaker, I also stand today in support 
of H.R. 3342, the Sanctioning Hezbollah’s Il-
licit Use of Civilians as Defenseless Shields 
Act, introduced by my good friend MIKE GAL-
LAGHER, and H. Res. 359, introduced by my 
friend TED DEUTCH, urging the European 
Union to designate Hezbollah in its entirety as 
a terrorist organization. These bills expose 
Hezbollah for what it is: a merciless organized 
crime organization wrapped in a terrorist orga-
nization, masquerading as a political party. 
H.R. 3342 directs the President to apply pen-
alties, principally visa bans, against individuals 
determined to direct Hezbollah’s use of inno-
cent human lives to protect its cruel mecha-
nisms of murder. Meanwhile, H. Res. 359 
urges the European Union to recognize what 
should be plain as day: there is no merely po-
litical wing to Hezbollah. Rather, the entire or-
ganization is dedicated to expanding Iranian 
influence in the region and threatening Israel’s 
existence by all means possible. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States Congress 
must get these bills to the President’s desk as 
soon as possible. Just this week, Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu addressed the Israeli Knesset 
and underscored the urgent task of denying 
Iran’s attempts to secure strategic footholds in 
Syria and acquire nuclear weapons. Also this 
week, Defense Minister Lieberman told Israeli 
legislators that a volley of rockets fired into the 
Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria 
was ‘‘intentional . . . carried out by a cell op-
erated by Hezbollah.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to note that 
Monday was the 34th anniversary of the hor-
rific 1983 bombing. of the U.S. Marine Corps 
Barracks in Beirut perpetrated by Hezbollah 
with Iranian support that killed 241 Americans. 
Just a few blocks away from here, at the Ma-
rine Corps Barracks in Washington D.C., Vice 
President Pence commemorated this anniver-
sary on Monday, vowing that America will 
never forget those who gave everything in 
service to their country. Our fight against 
Hezbollah began that October day in Beirut 
and we must see it through until the evil of 
Iran and Hezbollah are completely van-
quished. 

I urge my colleagues to pass these critical 
measures to honor the memory of our fallen 
soldiers and our unfinished work against this 
pernicious threat. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MARCELLA 
HAMANN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Marcella 
Hamann of Atlantic, Iowa, on the special occa-
sion of her 100th birthday. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Marcella’s life. Since her birth, 
we have revolutionized air travel and walked 
on the moon. We have invented the television, 

cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Marcella lived through 
eighteen United States presidents and twenty- 
two governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the pop-
ulation of the United States has more than tri-
pled. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to represent 
Marcella in the United States Congress and 
I’m proud to recognize her today on this mo-
mentous occasion. I ask that my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating her and in wishing 
nothing but continued happiness. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF U.S. 
ARMY SERGEANT (SGT) JACOB 
DAN DONES 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of U.S. Army Sergeant 
(SGT) Jacob Dan Dones who died while de-
fending our great nation on October 20, 2005, 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. SGT Dones 
was killed when his forward operating base 
was attacked by enemy forces using indirect 
fire in Hit, Iraq. SGT Dones was assigned to 
the 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment, Fort Irwin, California that was task 
organized under the 155th Armored Brigade 
Combat Team, Tupelo, Mississippi. 

According to the Associated Press, SGT 
Dones was born March 5, 1984, in Dimmitt, 
Texas. SGT Dones enlisted in the U.S. Army 
shortly after his graduation from Dimmitt High 
School in 2002. 

SGT Dones was remembered by many who 
knew him on a memorial website. Elizabeth 
Nunez of San Diego, California wrote a tribute 
in his honor. ‘‘I served with Jacob for a few 
days while I was on election duty in Hit, Iraq. 
He was one of the soldiers providing security 
for the elections and I was one of four female 
Marines there to search female Iraqis who 
came to vote. He was a great guy and kept all 
of us laughing and helped us to not be afraid. 
I still cry when I think about him and what a 
shining light he was to all of us on the election 
team.’’ 

A funeral service was held at the Immacu-
late Conception Catholic Church located in 
SGT Dones’ hometown. Following the service, 
SGT Dones was laid to rest at Castro Memo-
rial Gardens in Dimmitt, Texas. 

SGT Dones is survived by his parents, 
Danny Dones and Rosa Dones; his fiancee, 
Mindy LeAnn Gonzales; his daughter, Alyssa 
Monique Gonzales; his two brothers, Daniel 
Dones and Jason James Dones; his two sis-
ters, Jessica Ramirez and Priscilla Rojas; his 
paternal grandparents, George Dones and 
Maria Estella Layva; and his maternal grand-
mother, Guadalupe Ramirez. 

SGT Dones was the recipient of the fol-
lowing awards: the Bronze Star, the Purple 
Heart, the National Defense Service Medal, 
the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, the Army Service Ribbon and the 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge (CIB). He was 
an Expert Infantry Rifleman (EIR). 
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